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 CORRIGÉ 

Text A: Teacher Man, Frank McCourt 

1. Copy the table below and write what you know about Ben Chan: 

6 x 0,5 point = 3 points 

2. Where does the scene take place? (3 items) 
In a classroom of Stuyvesant High School, New York. Accepter USA/America comme 
1 item 

 
3 x 1 point = 3 points 

3. a. Who is Ben engaged in conversation with? 
His teacher / Frank McCourt 
accepter “the narrator” 
b. What started this conversation? 
The teacher mentioned poverty in the class that has just ended. Most pupils in this 
very selective school could not understand what he meant, but Ben could, 
because he was from a poor background.  
2 points: “class/lesson on poverty” 
2 points: accepter “Ben asked to talk to the teacher /Could I talk to you?/The 
teacher had gotten angry with the class” + 1 des réponses du corrigé 

(a.) 1 point 
(b.) 4 x 1 point = 4 points 

4. a. What is Ben’s parents’ attitude to work? 
They both work very hard (father: 12 hours a day; mother: sweatshop and looks 
after the whole family) and the mother encourages her children to work hard at 
school / sees to it that her children do their homework. 

Accepter aussi la notion de respect du travail. Il faut une phrase rédigée. 2 
éléments sur les 3 suffisent pour avoir les 2 points.  

b. Select from the list below three values which are important for Ben Chan and 
his parents: 

individualism, ambition, respect, competition, solidarity, tolerance 

In each case, justify your choice with a quotation from the text. 
Si pas de citation = 0 point 

Accepter tout sauf “individualism” accepter 

Age: 16

Origin: China / Chinese
Father’s occupation: works in a restaurant ne pas accepter seulement l’endroit, il faut 

préciser le verbe “work” . Ne pas accepter“server/waiter”

Mother’s occupation: works in a sweatshop idem

Other family members: five children including Ben Chan accepter 4 children. Accepter 5 
children seulement si la precision “including/with Ben Chan” est apportée

Languages: Chinese (mother tongue), English il faut les 2 langues pour avoir 
0.5
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TOLERANCE « … and they’d never laugh at a 
teacher talking about the poor people of 
France » 

- ambition:        “He competed against fourteen thousand kids” (l. 7) 
+ l.15 

- respect:          “That would be so disrespectful” (l. 17) 
“everyone in this family respected everyone” (l. 18-19) 
“they’d never laugh at a teacher” (l. 19) + ll. 27-28 

- competition:    “He competed against fourteen thousand kids” (l. 7) 
- solidarity:       “she’d keep them for the next family from China” (l. 13) 

(a.) 2 x 1 point = 2 points 
(b.) 3 x 2 points = 6 points 

Text B: “Why Immigrants’ Children Do Better in School”, ABC news 

5. “Why Immigrant’s Children  Do  Better in  School”.  Pick out from the  text  four 
characteristics which, according to the report, help these children to succeed. 
The four characteristics are: Il faut 4 caractéristiques DISTINCTES 
- “higher expectations” (l. 12) 
- “higher effort” (l. 12) / “work harder” (l. 19) 
- “cultural diversity” (l. 16) / “living their first years in a different culture” (l. 15) / 

“taking the best of both [cultures]” (l. 16). + “They have better cultural tools” (ll.
12-13) + “Their culture is not just American” (l.14) 

- “stronger relationship than their American peers with teachers” (l. 20). 

4 x 1 point = 4 points 

6. Is such success specific to children from certain countries? Justify your answer by 
quoting from the text. 
No, it is not (1 point) Le fait que le “no” ne soit pas indiqué ne sera pas 
penalize du moment que le candidat aura exprimé que la réussite n’est pas 
spécifique qu’à un certain groupe d’enfants émigrés.  : “”it holds for all 
immigrants, including those from Mexico who often arrive here in a desperate flight 
from poverty” (l. 6-8) (2 points). Si la citation est coupée après « immigrants » 
OK 

1 + 2 points = 3 points 

Texts A and B 

7. Find quotations to match those indicated below (there is no need to copy the given 
quotation): 

1. Text A: “They’d never laugh at a teacher” (l. 18). 
Text B: "teachers are somebody" (l. 21) + ll. 21-22 “They educate you so 
you have to respect them” 

2. Text A: “He knew what I was saying about poverty” (l. 2). 
Text B: "those from Mexico who often arrive here in a desperate flight 
from poverty" (l. 7-8) Si le début de la citation n’est pas indiqué, ne PAS 
pénaliser 
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3. Text A: "His mother made sure the children sat at the kitchen table and 
did their homework" (l. 15-16)   accepter “he studied hard” l.4 
Text B: “Their parents expect them to work harder” (l. 20). 

4. Text A: line 7 “He competed against fourteen thousand kids to get into 
this school” (l. 7-8) 
Text B: “Children who immigrate to the United States with their families are 
likely to outperform kids with a similar background who were born here” (l. 1). 

4 x 2 points = 8 points 

8. What do both texts present as the keys to successful integration in American 
society? (4 items) Accepter des réponses non rédigées et des citations. Les 
réponses peuvent être communes aux deux textes ou spécifiques à un texte 
mais il faut qu’il y ait des éléments des deux textes. Les réponses doivent 
correspondre aux éléments indiqués dans le corrigé.  
- strong incentive to succeed (poverty ; high expectations) 
- hard work 
- family support 
- belief in the value of education 
- Learn the language of the host country 
- Respect the teachers 
- Different cultural background 

4 x 1,5 points = 6 points 

Seuls les candidats de la série L répondront à la question suivante : 

9. Text A: “I told him the story of his family was impressive and moving” (l. 22). 
Text B: “by the third generation, that advantage will be gone” (l. 3-4). 
Say what these sentences reveal about the role of schooling in the integration of 

immigrant populations in the USA. 
The teacher finds the story of Ben’s family exemplary because it shows that, 

thanks to hard work and mutual support, a child from a poor immigrant family can 
achieve success. Schooling = job opportunities / understand the culture of the host 
country    Compter 5 points pour cette partie 

That the advantage enjoyed by immigrant children is gone after three generations 
demonstrates that they have become fully assimilated/integrated. Compter 5 points 
pour cette partie 

Bonifier toute tentative de réponse sur le rôle de SCHOOLING. Accepter la 
reformulation.  

2 x 5 points = 10 points 


